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San Michele Sanctuary Museums (TECUM)

Lombard Crypts -Lapidary Museum -Devotional Museum -Monte Sant’Angelo (Foggia)

At a glance

The Sanctuary’s museum route (TECUM, Tesori del culto micaelico — Treasures of the Cult of Saint Michael)
includes the so-called Lombard crypts, brought to light by the excavations of Mgr Nicola Quitadamo
(1949-1960): early medieval galleries that once led to the Grotto, bearing more than two hundred pilgrims’
inscriptions (7th-9th centuries), some in runic script. They house the Lapidary Museum, with sculpture from
the early Middle Ages to the fifteenth century from the Sanctuary, San Pietro and Pulsano, including fragments
of Acceptus’s ambo (1041) and the Pulsano lustral fountain. The Devotional Museum (opened 1989, rearranged
2008) holds the surviving Treasury, the gilded copper icon of the Archangel, statues by the Sammecalére
sculptors and 133 painted votive tablets.

* Where to start

Mola, Bertelli 2001 (catalogue of the Lapidary Museum) - Otranto, Carletti 1990 (the sanctuary from its origins to
the tenth century) - Belli D’Elia 1999 (exhibition catalogue on the sanctuary, cult and devotion).

How this bibliography is organised

This bibliography gathers studies on the crypts and the pilgrims’ inscriptions, on the Lapidary Museum, on the
Devotional Museum and its main works, and some general works; for the Sanctuary as a whole, see the dedicated
bibliography. Within each section, works are listed alphabetically by author and, for the same author, chronologically;
ISBNs are given where available. Entries have been checked against publishers’ catalogues, the bibliography of the
Enciclopedia dell’Arte Medievale (Treccani) and the bibliographies of studies by C. Carletti and S. Mola. To locate the
works in Italian libraries, consult OPAC SBN. Last updated: September 2026.
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(Scavi e ricerche, 4).
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2. The Lapidary Museum
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Sant’Angelo”, Garganostudi 3 (1980), pp. 74-85.
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3. The Devotional Museum and its works
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4, General works

BELLI D’ELIA P, La Puglia, Milan, Jaca Book 1987 (Italia romanica, 8).

* BELLI D’ELIA P. (ED.), L’Angelo, la Montagna, il Pellegrino. Monte Sant’Angelo e il santuario di San Michele del Gargano.
Archeologia, arte, culto, devozione dalle origini ai nostri giorni, exhibition catalogue, Foggia, Claudio Grenzi 1999.
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5. Online resources

Resource Address

Basilica Sanctuary of San Michele Arcangelo - official website, TECUM Museums santuariosanmichele.it
section

Central Institute for Intangible Heritage (ICPI) — entry “San Michele Arcangelo a icpi.cultura.gov.it
Monte Sant’Angelo” (ex-votos and votive tablets)

Municipality of Monte Sant’Angelo — pages on the Lapidary and Devotional montesantangelo.it
Museums

“Ciro Angelillis” Municipal Library biblioteca.montesantangelo.it
OPAC SBN - union catalogue of Italian libraries opac.sbn.it
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