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Baptistery of San Giovanni in Tumba

known as the “Tomb of Rotari” -San Pietro complex ‘Monte Sant’Angelo (Foggia)

At a glance

A square-plan building with an east-facing apse, raised by stacked octagonal and cylindrical volumes that taper
up to the dome. Its chronology is debated: a first nucleus either before the year 1000 or in the first half of the
twelfth century, and a heightening linked to Pagano and Rodelgrimo, documented in 1109. The name “Tomb of
Rotari” stems from an old interpretation of the word tumba in the inscription inside: the building is not the
tomb of the Lombard king. The portal bears scenes of the Passion; the historiated capitals show biblical episodes
centred on the figure of the angel.

* Where to start

Mola 1999 (up-to-date overview with bibliography) - Lotti 1978 (the San Pietro complex, with earlier
bibliography) - Trivellone 2002 (the iconography of the portal reliefs).

How this bibliography is organised

This bibliography gathers early studies and local literature, studies on the baptistery, studies on the San Pietro complex
and some general works. Within each section, works are listed alphabetically by author and, for the same author,
chronologically; ISBNs are given where available. Entries have been checked against publishers’ catalogues, the
bibliography of the Enciclopedia dell’Arte Medievale (Treccani) and the bibliography of studies by S. Mola. To locate the
works in Italian libraries, consult OPAC SBN. Last updated: September 2026.
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